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iiTlERNATIONAL ^ 

in 1981, at a time when the Reagan 
jstration authorized covert CIA f 
for the Nicaraguan rebels. Gen. G 
^va^ Martinez, then commandei 
^ondurmn armed forces, gave the < 
^ctuyy; that batUe against the 
^ndinistas suited his peculiarly ; 
biud of anticommunism. Soon th* 
i^lcs began. In one 1982 case, Saul 
hcz, a Honduran teachers>union a« 
was abducted by contras when he si 
iQr gas in a small town near the ^ 
guan border. Godinez was never 
apin. “Choluteca was filled with o 
S schoolteacher Raul San 

p threatened our lives and acca 

5 of being subversives and spyine fc 
g Sjandinistas.** 

g The paramilitary activity soared ; 
^ epntra presence in Honduras grew. 
I4st March the armed forces’ Sut 
ousted General Alvarez in i 
minury chief, 

f^i^€ontnu:I/a,estn,ggUagainst Managua eotlofsa, will the rebels turn i “w/lr» 

HONDURAS r^rt on the disappean 

w Y out to tidy up the human-rights 

UnmaskmgtheDeathSquads SHSSSS 

a knewhim.srHaiino;*’theChinese. S Sth!l !n “MifthegG^aslosei^raSihrir 

2lI2f t^ntform who patroUed the “spies” fo?ManagIIZ^rS! “ “j8*>t collapse, leaving Honduras inf. 

streeUorTeguagalpaonamotorcycle.Asa pick them ud oura^n Amu ^h^'*^®'**** *^*>“ds of well-armed, CIA-traincc 
top op^tive l^the Nicaraguan Demo- torture ”4“ “Whnt am I going to d? 

****** (TON), the largest contra military man Th^roh^«?l!f ?®“p “**“ l£oOO fighters here?” he asked last Ju 

go^ fightmgt^SandinisU government. . Weed: In dealing with the dear,q« 

Mp« must also weed out the kiUe^^b 

o^tain^eootButapparenUyhewas pings ofas*!Lnyas <?^*‘®f^,;,?hprtly after he took contr- 


to the "death tqnads” 
llirt bftye harassed and Idllod hundreds of 
pooirfe mside Honduras. Though the gov- 
enraent had never acknowledged any link, 
or indeed that such political violenoe wm 
P«« ee, a oonfidential Honduran 

•nd disappearances. The surge in politick 
the study says, was “a probable 

nghtot irregulars, not Hondurans, who 
... have operated clandestinely in our 

icmiory.” 

““‘’y* “‘"y °f“>e Vic- 
ms of the exiled death squads were Salva- 
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de^ against them cannot be producer 
Respite its dramatic disclosures so 
thej^tary’s report has drawn a cooi 
spo^ from Hondunm human-rishts ac 
dajBnnamedJ 

violatioaa. •This ft 
H^^.^*“whapperi6«i without 
vledge and ootisent of the Honda 
iy.“ «ay» one opposition figure. “Thi 
justjan effort to improve the govemmei 
image.” Another controversy has flai 
oveij just how much the United Sutes kn 
, "boat the abuses. "Ifthe CIA did know, i 
I Prenydamning.”saysatopHonduranra 

if tary olficer. “If they didn’t, ifs aim 
wor^ because it shows how little cent 
they have over the contras.” But if the k 
ing in Honduras is to stop, someone — son 

how^will have to rein them in. 

M< on YOUNG .Kh bu)cau rrp. 
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WASHINGTON POST article 15 January 1985 


t 

Hojndui an Report Links 
G)ntras, Death Squads 


By Anne-Marie O'Connor 

Kmlrr 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras. Jan. 
14 — Honduran Army investigators 
have uncovered evidence that U.S.- 
backed Nicaraguan rebels have 
been involved in death-squad kill- 
ings in Honduras, according to sen- 
ior Army officers here. 

The officers, who declined to be 
named, are close to an eight-month 
investigation of more than 247 kid- 
napings, killings and disappearances 
since 1980. 

They said at least 18 Hondurans 
and an unknown number of Ni- 
caraguans and Salvadorans were 
believed to have been killed by hit 
squads formed by members of the* 
Honduras-based uisurgent organ- 
izations lighting for the overthrow 
of the left-wing leadership of neigh- 
boring Nicaragua. 

According to the officers, the 
Army investigation also found ev- 
idence that Salvadoran right- and 
left-wing groups were, involved in 
several killings and some of the /dis- 
appearances of between 60 and 80 
Salvadorans here. 

The Dec. • 29 report concluded 
tlut ^t is impossible to verify . . ' 
with absolute certainty the identity. 

thow responsible.'’ Offiodrs close 
totte hvMtigation said some of the 
victims of Nicaraguan rebds had 
been KMured. They fthe killers] 
would pick them Uh, question them 
and sometimes torture and kill 
them," one officer said. 

The Reagan administration cited 
the need to cut what it called a flow 
of arms from Nicaragua to the Sal^ 


vadorans to explain U.S. support for 
the rebels. 

arming, training and financ- 
ing of the insurgents has been chan- 
neled through the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. The officers said 
they were not sure whether the 
CIA had known of the killings. 

If the CIA did know, it is pretty 
danuiing," one top officer said. "But 
if it didn't, it’s almost worse be- 
cause it shows how little control 
they have over the contras" the 
inswgents fighting against the San- 
dinistas who rule Nicaragua. 

Anti-Sandinista forces now arc 
estimated to number JS,000, and 
the biggest of several insurgent 
groups is the Nicaraguan Demo- 
cratic Force, which maintains bases 
on the Honduran side of the frontier 
with Nicaragua. 

FDN leader Adolfo Calero said in 
a telephone interview from his 
home in Miami that he knew "ab- 
solutely nothing" about any involve- 
ment of FDN fighters in death- 
squad activity in Honduras. 

(Conunen^g on the report, the 
Honduran Rights Commis»ori said 
It had no evidence of Nicaraguan 
. rebel involvement in political mur- 
ders in Honduras, Knight-Ridder 
reported. Human righu activists 
perdstently have blamed the Hon- 
^n military— especially under 
TO former armed forces chief, Gen. 
Gu^avo Alvarez— for the unsolved 
political killings and disappear- 
ances.) 

♦I *sgr«in: 

tied fellow officers in March 1984 
and his successor. Gen. Walter 
Lopez, ordered the investigation 
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